Dear Dave, '<Sj yi/'-ji 

lifiifen j-dl finishes with tiris morning's Dost I'll cfc-P the Iraq stories and tjnclose 
them, xliey include direct quot tions from Sadaam's statement, some comment from the area 
hut nothing of interest on the editorial or oped pages. 


‘ty interpretation of the brief radio news item was correct: Saddam was offering 
absolutely no tiling to anybody on angling; />^^ken he gets all he wants that he can't get 
ai 2 /way nuiybe he’d talk, ih?opaganda only and intended to inflame and mislead the Arab 
masses and to drag Israel in by the heels. 


I've been thinking a little more aboutt the Jordan angle. Particularly because 
of Israel's warnings I think Saddam's best option is not Jo invade Jordan but to have 
the Palestinians in Jordan try to tlirokt' Hussein out, arafat, you may remember, tried tliat 
before and lost. It was when the Jordanians kicked him out that he moved into Labanon, 
launching its great tragedies by making the already teinrible internal conditions there 


even worse. 


I’ly belief is that nov/ th..t he has taken Kuwait Saddam wants no more fighting. Hot 
by him and his forces, anyway. If he can create dissention and controversy elsewhere he 
can benefit from that. I think he may believe that he can have some trouble from his own 
military, especially when Jhe country feels the pinch of the blockade wilih its blocked 
exports and at least diminshed food imports. 


i/hile any significant reduction in the availablity of petroleum will have serious 
csnsequences elsewhere I am inclined to believe that the Iraqis will feelthe pinch more. 
Beginning sooner. The rest of the world will confront higher prices initially but just 
about all countries have reserves on wMch they can draw, 

absent something of which 1 now see no indication I think the kind of stalemate 
|hat no;.’ exists can continue for some time. Until either side is forced to do something, 

Eeferences to Saddam as crazy I think are wrong, I think he knows exactly what he 
is doing and why he is doing it and has done what he did do, Aside from his objectives 
that are being discussed, like increasing power and wealth and causing dissention and 
problems eldewliere he also has serious domestic problems to contend with and the enormous 
debt from Ms war against -^ran is only part of them, I don"'t tMnk he has anytidng to show 
for that war and that it can have many Iraqis angry with him over it. It cost them enormos 
casualties and monstrous dc-bt. Without any visible benefit to the average Iraqi, His inter- 
nal problems laay have forced bj rn to do what he did, I doubt we have any way of knowing, 

Ms efforts to make tMs appear to be a combination of sacred endeavor and rectifi- 
cation of alleged wrongs may or may not have an offsetting effect but I think Ms problems 
will increase and perhaps have begun doing tliat,I tMnk also that there must be those in 
his military who not only do not sak share Ms views but think what he has done and is 
doing is hurtful to the military. There may also be considerable military resentment over 
the costs of Ms pre-vious adventure that lasted so long and cost so much and took so many 
lives. V/hat I am getting at is that it no\j6eems to me that as of now and increasingly in 
the future the only way something can be done about him is to kill him, I do not see him 
leing killed by a poli-fcical assassiixation, although that is ;iot impossible to imagine. I 
tMnk that if he is assassinated it will be by the military so many of whom los-ytheir 
close friends and associates in Ms war against tran for wMch they and the coun-fery have 
rothing to show, all it takes is someone willing to pay with Ms own life±, if need be. 

If Jordan's Hussein sees wliat I see as possible, that can explain Ms position at 
the Arab League meriting and Ms vot^there. It will be interesting to see whether the block- 
ade is extended to SaMam's use of itj Jed Sea port if as i presume at least iMtially 
Hussein lets Mm use it, particularly for iiaports like food. 

If tMs were not so terrible a situation it ..ould be fascinating to analyze. 

Best, / / 





